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CJEO Draft Formal Opinion 2026-032 

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS WHEN APPOINTING THE SPOUSE OF  

A JUDICIAL COLLEAGUE AS MINOR’S COUNSEL 

Public Comments Submitted with a Waiver of Confidentiality 

Comments from members of the public submitted in response to an Invitation to 
Comment on a CJEO Draft Formal Opinion are confidential communications to the 
committee that may not be disclosed unless confidentiality is affirmatively waived 

(Cal. Rules of Court, rule 9.80(h)(3); Cal. Com. Jud. Ethics Opns., rule 5(b)(1), (e).) 

The following comment received by the committee on CJEO Draft Formal Opinion 
2026-032 was submitted with a statement waiving confidentiality or consenting to 

disclosure. 
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Comment No. 1 
Submitted by:  Anonymous 
Received on:  July 15, 2026 

With proper oversight to ensure the appointing judge is not favoring the appointment of a 
judicial colleague’s spouse, the appointing judge is ethical in appointing a judicial 
colleague’s spouse for the reasons and canons cited in the opinion. 


